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The PER E F A C E. 


"THE Subject of the following Sermon being 
of ſuch great Importance, and ſuch general 
Concernment, I ſhall need to make little 

Apology for the Publication of it: Altho' there 

are ſeveral very good Sermons and Diſcourſes on 


this Subject already in Print, yet conſidering that 


it may poſſibly receive freſhLight from being treat- 
ed in a different Manner, I am inclined to hope 
that it will not be altogether without its Uſe : But 
as it would not become me to ſay any Thing farther 
of my own Pertormance, I muſt leave it to ſpeak 
for itſelf. 

In Order to prevent any Miſconſtruction of my 
Meaning in what is aſſerted in the following Dif- 
courſe concerning the Obligation of Laws, it will 
not be amiſs to premiſe a few Words, which may 
ſerve to explain my Senſe of that Matter. | 
When I ſay, That all Laws derive their Obligati- 
on from the Authority of the Law-giver, I would 
not be ſuppoſed to deny theBeauty and Comelineſs of 
a virtuous Life, conſidered only in itſelf ; but my 
Meaning is, That this is not of itſelf ſufficient to con- 
ſtitute moral Obligation : Notwithſtanding there be 
a certain Agreeableneſs in a Conduct ſtrictly conform- 
able to the Rules of right Reaſon, yet this is by no 
Means a Counterbalance for the unruly Appetites of 
our corrupted Nature; for the preſfing Demands ot 
a vicious Inclination will not be filenced by Argu- 
ments drawn from the Comelineſs of Virtue or the 
Deformity of Vice; but require ſuch Reflections and 
Conſiderations, as a due Senſe of God's Authority 
can alone ſuggeſt to us, in order to ſuppreſs and get 
the better of them effectually. 5 
This I look upon to be the only true and ſolid 
Foundation of moral Obligation, which ariſes from 


the Will of God, as it is directed and governed bj 
his unerring Wiſdom and infinite Goodneſs: Hence 
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11 P RE F ACHE 
we may rightly derive the Rule of Fitneſs, which is 
properly relative to ſome End; this End is the Per- 
fection of our Nature, and the Perfection of our Na- 
ture is neceſſarily productive of our Happineſs. 
Therefore when People affect to talk of the Rea- 
ſons and Fitneſs of Things, as abſtracted from and 
independent of the Will of God, I muſt own my- 
{elf at a Loſs to underſtand what they would be at: 
And to ſay, That God is obliged to act according 
to the Reaſons and Fitneſs of Things, unleſs they 
mean by it to act agreeably to his unerring Wiſdom 
and infinite Goodneſs, is to ſuppoſe a Law without 
a Superiour, and an Obligation without a Penalty. 
Mr. Locke ſays in his Eſſay on HumanUnderſtand- 
ing, Book i. Chap. ii. Sect. vi. That the true Ground 
of Morality can only be the Will and Law of God. T6 
this it is anſwered by an ingenious Author *, If the 
Will of God be the true Ground of Morality, I aſk, 
What is the true Ground of bis own Moral Perfettions} 
Moſt certainly they are not groundleſs. And it is equally 
certain, That his Will can be no Law to himſelf; ſince 
upon that Suppoſition be would be arbitrary in all his Prc- 
ceedings, But with all proper Deference to an Au- 
thor of his Rank, I think in this his Anſwer to Mr. 
Lock, he ſeems to conſider the Will of God as di- 
ſtint from his unerring Wiſdom and infinite Good- 
neſs ; from which J conceive, it ought never to be 
| ſeparated : And if fo, it does not follow, that God's 
Proceedings ae arbitr ary, I mean in the common 
Acceptation of that Term. 5 
This Matter is ſet in a clear and ſatisfactory Light 
by the accurate Dr. Felton, in his excellent Preface 
to his Sermons at Lady Moyer's Lectures; there- 
fore I ſhall chuſe to drop this Matter here, and beg 


Leave to refer the Reader for farther Satisfaction to 


the 40th. Page of that maſterly Performance T. 
| | Uniform 


_ * Balgny's ſecond Part of the Foundation of Moral Good- 
neſs. Page 145. — | : 
I See likewiſe two ingenious Treatiſes, one intituled, An 
E Jay on Moral Obligation ; and the Learned Mr. Clark, of Halls 
Foundation of Morality, in Theory and Practice. 
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6 For whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and 


4 get offend in one Point, he is guilty of all. 
4 RS ROM the Beginning of this 
be Chapter it appears, that the 
I's Fs, to whom this Epiſtle 
on is addreſſed, had ſome of 
WIEN; them in their judicial Con- 
;ht ö Jay ö 92 # fiſtories, or Courts of Judica- 
1. ture, been guilty of Fartiality and Injuſtice 
eg d 2 poor Neighbour. What might give Oc- 


to calion to this, was, yer 1aps, the general Re- 
00 


ception of a very looſe Opinion, which, it 


ſuffered 


h 
T1 0 B 


Md COR 
ſuffered to prevail under the Chriſtian Dit. 
penſation, would utterly ſubverc and deſtroy 
all Religion, and, pave the Way for all Man. 
ner of Vice and Impiety. r 
Ir was a vulgar Rule amongſt the Fews *, 
That Men ſhould jingle out ſome one Command. 
ment bf God's Lam, and therein eſpecially ex. 
erciſe themſelves; that” ſo they might make God 
' their Friend by that, leſt in others they ſhould 
too much diſpleaſe him: And another Rule 
amongſt them to the ſame Purpoſe was this, 


namely, He that obſerves any one Precept, it 


ſhall be well with him, and his Days ſhall be 
prolonged, and he ſhall poſſeſs the Earth. And 
this Precept was with them uſually that of 
the Sabbath, of Sacrifices, or of Tithes. 
THERK are ſome Paſſages in the Goſpel 
which confirm the Truth of what is here ad- 
vanced; the moſt remarkable is that Reproof 
of our Saviour's, recorded in the 23d. Chapter 
of St. Matt. and the 23d. Verſe, Wo unto you, 
Scribes and Phariſees, Hypocrites; for ye pay 
Tithe of Mint and Aniſe, and Cummin, and 


have omitted the weightier Matters of the Law, 


Judgment, Mercy, and Faith; theſe ought ye 
to have done, and not to leave the other undone. 


ANOTHER Inſtance ſomewhat like this, 


tho* not exaQly parallel to it, we find in 
the 7th, of St. Mark, and the 9th, and fol- 
lowing Verſes, And he ſaid unto them, Full 
well ye reject the Commandment : of: God, that 


= * See Mitby on the Place. 


(3) 


ye may, keep your wn Tradition, . For Moſes. 


ſaid, Honour thy Father and thy Mother : And 


awhoſo curſeth Father or Mother, let him die 
the Death, But ye Jay, of a Man ſhall ſay 
to his Father or Mother, It is Corban, that is 


to ſay, a Gift, by whatſoever thou mighteſt be 


profited by me: He ſhall be free. And ye 
ſuffer him no more to do ought for his Fatber 


or bis Mother: Making the Word of God of 


none Effect thro your Tradition, which ye have 
delivered: And many ſuch like Things do ye. 


Thus did theſe Hypocrites, under a Pre- 


rence of dedicating Part of their Subſtance to 
the Seryice of God, refuſe to give their Pa- 
rents that Aſſiſtance and Relief which the 


Fifth Commandment evidently entitled them 


to, Without Doubt they flattered them- 
ſelyes, that their contributing ſo liberally to- 
wards the Service of the Temple would at- 
tone for their unnatural Behaviour towards 
their Parents: And proceeding ſtill upon the 
ſame miſtaken Suppoſition, they fondly ima- 
gined that God would over-look and excuſe 


their Injuſtice to their poor Neighbour, on 


Account of their exact and ſcrupulous Ob- 
ſervation of the other Parts of the Law. 
Now as nothing could be more fatal to 
the Interèſts of Religion and Morality than 


this looſe. Doctrine of the Jeuiſh Doctors; 


when the Apoſtle wrote to the twelve Tribes 


which were ſcattered abroad, he found it in- 


diſpenſably neceſſary to refute this deſtructive 


8 55 and 


(4) 
and impious Opinion: Accordingly he ſays 
in the Eighth Verſe of this Chapter, If y: 
fulfil the Royal Law, according to the Scrip- 
ture, Thou ſpalt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf 
ye db well. (chat is) If ye perform Obedience 
to every Part of it; if ye pay a Sincere Re- 
ſpect to the whole Duty of the Law; if 
you come up in your Obedience to that uni- 
verſal Love of God, and your Neighbour, 
which the Law requires, ye do well: But if 
ye have Reſpect to Perſons, (that is) if ye ho- 
nour the Rich, and deſpiſe the Poor in Mat- 
ters of common Juſtice, and judge according 


to Mens outward Quality and Condition, ye | 


commit Sin, and are convinced of tbe Law as 

Tranſgreſſors. (that is) Tho' ye are ever ſo 
_ obedient in other Reſpects, yet, if ye are 
guilty of Partiality to your rich Neighbour, 
in Prejudice to him that is poor, your Inno- 
cence in other Particulars will not excuſe 
your Guilt in this; but you ſhall, in the Eye 
of the Law, be looked upon as guilty Per- 
ſons, and be puniſhed 6 fach:* And then it 
follows in the Words of my Text; For who- 
foever ſpall keep the whole Law, (that is) in 
other Matters, and yet (that is) knowingly 
and wilfully, end in one Point, be is guiliy 


. 


In diſcourſing farther on theſe Words, 


ſhall ſnew, 
| I. How 


J 
5 
) 
\ 
\ 
ml 


JW 


1. 
How by offending in one Point, we may 
be ſaid to be N of all. 


3 
I Ghall endeavour to vindicate the Juſtice 


of this Imputation. 


e 
1 ſhall make ſome dice) Obſervations 
upon the Whole, and ſo conclude, : 


I am to ſhew how by offending in one 
Point, we Tay be ſaid to be guilty of all. 


And here it FO not be imagined as if 


the Apoſtle intended to confound: all Vices, 
as the Stoics formerly did; fo that he who 
was guilty of Theft and Violence ſhould be 


| efteerned” equally” criminal, and puniſhed in 


the ſame Degree with him that had com- 


mitted Sacrilege and Murder: That this is 
not the Meaning of the Words of my Text 


is evident from the Scriptures, which inform 
us, that a Diſtinction ſhall be made accord- 
to the Meaſure of Guilt ; that Mens Pu- 
nents ſhall be proportioned to their Crimes; 
or, in the Words of our bleſſed Saviour, that 
it ſhall be more tolerable in the Day of Fudg- 
nent for ſome Perſons than for others: But 


the 
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(6) 
the true Meaning of the Words is, That he 
who wilfully tranſgreſſes any ene of the Com- 
mandments, ſhall be as far from reaching 
Heaven as if he had broken thro' 'em all 
and ſhall be as certainly puniſhed, tho' not 
in as great a Degree, as thoſe whoſe Sins are 
reater and more numerous. 

He that deliberately offends in any one 
Ri ele, has no Room to boaſt of his Vir- 
tue; becauſe, if he had any ſuch Thing about 
0 him, it would haue alike ſecured. his Obedi- 


— — : 


3 8 to do . ſo chat he wants 
nothing. but a ſyfficient Inducement, and a 
fitting Opportunity, to make him every Thing 
that is bad: Did his Pulſe beat as bigh, and 
his Paſſion boil: as ſtropgly as in other Men, 
he would be as eaſily betrayed into Incon- 
tinence and Anger as other Men are. 
The covetous Man may ſeem to be far re- 
moved from all Degrees of Heat and Paſſion; 
but if we enquire narrowly into the Princi- 
ples and Springs of his Actions, we ſhall 
quickly diſcover that he does not act ſo 
much out of a Senſe of Duty as from a 
Motive. of Intereſt; and would the Circum- 
ſtances of Things rightly admit of it, his 
Mildncls would ſoon turn to Fury, and his 
| counterfeit 


(7) 


counterfeir Patience immediately vent itſelf in 1 
Outrage and Revenge. 1 „ 
| The luſtful and ambitious Man may ſeem kj 
| | to ftand clear of Covetouſneſs and Gppreſ- 4 
* | Sy | 10 
ſion; but ſhould it ſo happen, that theſe 1 
> Vices ſhould at any Time become neceſſary bl 
| to the Support of his Luſts, it would readily 1 
, appear, that his Innocence in theſe Regards Lt 
; was rather owing to Chance than Choice, #1 
t and that his Liberality and Juſtice were more 1 
£ the Effect of Accident than of any natural 'þ 
y Difpoſition ; and that whatever Pretences he i 
b may make to Generoſity and Fairneſs of Fel 
y Dealing, it is all only an empty Shew, that | 
n he is not virtuous upon Principle, but only Ii 
f makes a Virtue of Neceſſity, and is honeſt | f 
ts thro? Force and Compulſion. | 10 
a Therefore, whoever is not truly and ſtrictly | | | 
8 virtuous in every Inſtance of Duty, does in 
1d vain pretend to that Character ; becauſe, if 1 
n, he is only ſo by Halves, he has no real Re- 1 
n- MW gard for Virtue and Religion; his Pretenſions 
to both are idle and ridiculous, and he is no 
c- more than a Cheat and Impoſtor; For uh 


n; ever ſpall keep the whole Law, and yet of- 
ci- Fend in one Point, be is guilty of all. 
all But this will more fully appear under my 


ſo W ſecond general Head, where I propoſed to 
Wh +, TT 1 1 
m- „„ II. 

his W The Juſtice of this Imputation. 

his 8 
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(8) 
This may ſufficiently appeaf from conſider- 
1 ing the Nature of Laws in general. All 
Laws derive their Obligation from the Au- 
thority of the Law-giver, which ſtamps a 
Value upon each of them, and makes the 
leaſt to be as much the 1 of our Obe. 
dience as the greateſt; inſomuch, that his 
Authority is as much deſpiſed and impaired 
by the Violation of the leaſt of His Com- 
mands as by the Tranſgreſſion of the great- 
eſt: For he that ſaid, Do not commit Adul- 
tery; ſaid alſo, Do not kill, Now if thou 
commit no Adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art 
become a Tranſgreſer of the Law. And as | 
the Worthy Mr. Burk:# comments upon this 
Place, © He that threatened Adultery with 
“ Death, threatened alſo Murder with Death; 
„ it is the ſame Law-giver which forbids 
« both, and his Authority is as truly con- 
« temned in tranſgreſſing one as both theſe 
« Laws. Diſobedience to God in any one 
« Law, 1s a virtual denying of his Authority 
« to preſcribe any Laws to us, and lays a 
ce Foundation for univerſal Diſobedience; for 
* if Almighty God's Sovereignty be diſowned 
&« in any one Inſtance, it may as well be ſo 
t“ in all others; the ſame Reaſon that leads 
* tg the Obſervation or Violation of one 
& Law, deth oblige us to keep or break all 
ce the reſt, and that is the Authority of the 
« Law-giver., The whole Law hath an equal 
Sag | „Obligation 
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1 Obligation upon the Conſcience”. Thus 
! far this pious and excellent Author. l 
- Now as the Obligation of the Law is fo ad 1 
a ed in the divine Authority, every ſingle, wil 9 | 
8 ful Violation of the Law, as it tends to weak- 10 
. en the Authority. upon "which the whole ts 1 
5 built, may with the ſtricteſt Propriety and tze ³ 
d greateſt Truth be called the Tranſgreſſion of if 
* the whole; for altho' he that wilfully offendss 
1 in one Point, does not actually tranſgreſs and 1 
break thro the whole, yet he is virtually guilty _ 1 
of the whole, inaſmuch as he undermines and 1 
weakens that Authority which ſuſtains and en- 1h 
forces the Whole. It 


Another Reaſon why. he that wilfully "= 10 
Arc in one Point may be ſaid to be guilty of 1 
all, is this, There is nothing ſufficient to re- I} 
ſtrain or hinder any ore effectually from the 1 
Commiſſion of Sin, but the Fear of God; and 10 
when this Fence is once broken thro', and 1 
trampled upon, nothing elſe can check us in ill 
our Carcer, or keep us within any tolerable Ii 
Bounds : Now when any one arrives to ſuch a 
Pirch of Wickedneſę, as to caſt the Fear of 
God behind him, tis impoſſible to know where 
he will ſtop, becauſe he has nothing to hinder 
his Progreſs: He can't fay, Hitherto will I go, 

and no farther, and here ſball my M, ickedneſs be 
all flaid; becauſe there is no ſuch Ti ning as a Me- 
dium in Sin, but Men go on' from one Degree 
ual of Wickedneſs to another, till, ſuch Time as 
on WW they have filled up the Meaſure of cheir Iniqui- 
ty and are ripe for Judgment. 

C re 


7" 0" 
It is certain, That if he had been tempted 
alike in other Inſtances, he would have offend. 
ed alike: If either Humour or Inclination, 
Profit or Pleaſure, Secrecy or Impunity had in- 
vited him alike to break thro' any other Part of 
God's Law,he would have certainly done it ; for 
there was nothing to reſtrain or keep him back: 
Becauſe every wilful Diſobedience is a tacit De- 
nial of God's Authority; and this Authority 
which had ſo little Influence over his Behaviour 
in one Reſpect, would have proved altogether 
as ineffectual in all other Regards whatſoever, 
where the Temptations to Diſobedience were 
equally ſtrong: Therefore, he that offends wil. 
fully in one Point, may with the ſtricteſt Juſtice 
be ſaid to be guilty of all; becauſc his Diſpo- 
ſition of Mind is ſuch, that he is ready to cloſe 


in with every Temptation that offers, and | 


wants nothing but Opportunity and a proper 
Inducement to compleat his Diſobedience, and 
to render him guilty in every particular In- 
ſtance of Duty. 
What is the Reaſon why this or that Perſon 
is guilty of this or that particular Sin? The 
true Anſwer is, That he has not a due Senſe 
of God's Authority over him, and the Vio- 
lence of the Temptation is ſuch, that he can- 
fr withſtand it. Now as the ſame Cauſes will, 
where the Circumſtances of Things are the 
ſame, always produce the ſame Effects; it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that the ſame Diſregard of 
God's Authority, Joined with the ſame Aa 
on | ence 


(11) 
lence of Temptation, will at all Times pro- 
duce the ſame Diſobedience. i 
Therefore, tis in vain to pretend that you 
are exact and careful in the general Practice 
of Religious Duties, unleſs you are ſo in eve- 
ry Particular whatſoever ; becauſe if you indulge 
yourſelves in any one Sin, be it what it will, 
you may be aſſured that the Guilt of it will 
extend itſelf to every other Part of your Be- 
haviour, as it implies a Contempt of God's 
Authority, which is the only Thing that can 
ſecure.our Obedience to any Part of the Law, 
and as 1t argues ſuch a Depravity and Corrup- 
tion of Heart as would, in the ſame given 
Circymſtances, occaſion the ſame Diſobedience 
in any other Point of Duty : Therefore, what- 
ever the Sin or Failing be, like a mortified Part, 
it muſt be quickly cut off, or elſe it will cor- 
rupt and endanger the Whole; For a little Lea- 
ven leaveneth the whole Lump. Gal. v. . 

Where we are not biaſſed in Favour of our- 
ſelves, we can readily diſcern the moral Tur- 
pitude of Sin, and are apt to exclaim againſt 
ſuch as allow themſelves in any irregular Prac- 
tices. Aſk the Miſer, what he thinks of the 
debauched Libertine, and he will tell you, It 
is a Shame that a rational Creature ſhould in- 
dulge to ſuch filthy Inclinations, and put him- 
ſelf upon a Level with the Beaſts that periſh. 
The Voluptuary in his Turn is full of Indig- 
nation againſt the ſordid Worldling, and ſpeaks 
of him with the utmoſt Scorn and Contempt. 
Ro: ))) 
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Thus where ourſelves and our own Intereſts 
are not concerned, we can ſee Things in their 
true Lights. But, ſuch is the Infirmity of hu- 
man Nature, when our own Caſe is the Thing 
in Queſtion, we are ſo blinded, thro' Prejudice 
and Partiality, and fee every Thing thro' ſuch 
a falſe Medium, that we are tempted to hope 
for Pardon and Exemption from Puniſhment 
even againſt the expreſs Declarations of the 
r „ 
This was exactly the Caſe of David, who 
committed Murder and Adultery without the 
leaſt Remorſe of Conſcience; but yet when the 
Prophet Nathan artfully laid open to his View 
a Scene of Villainy, in which he did not ap- 
prehend himſelf to be at all concerned, David 
being now diveſted of Prejudice, received the 
Account with the utmoſt Abhorrence -and In- 
dignation, altho' a partial Regard to himſelf 
had before that perverted his Judgment and 
thrown a Miſt before his Eyes. 
Me are all of us too apt to ſay of our Sins, 
as Lot did of Zoar, Oh! Is it not a little One? 
Bur if ſuch Pleas as this ſhould be admitted, 
the whole Ten Commandments would be {er 
at nought and deſpiſed; For if God ſhould 
connive at the favourite Sin of one Man, by 
the ſame Rule he ought to over-look the darl- 
ing Paſſion of another.: He ſhould paſs over 
the Intemperance of one Man, the Pride of an- 
other, the Incontinence of another, the'Injul- 
tice and Oppreſſion of a Fourth, the * 
* %%% Ä——— Bea 
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and Murders of a Fifth, the Blaſphemies and 
Profaneſs of a Sixth, and ſo on to let all Man- 
per of Sin and Wickedneſs go unpuniſhed. 
And what would be the Conſequence of all 
this? Why, Heaven, which is repreſented as 
the Habitation of juſt Men made perfect, would 
be at this Rate a Harbour for Reprobates, and 
a Recepracle for the Workers of Iniquity. 
Therefore, tis in vain to hope to approve 
ourſelves unto God, unleſs we perform an ex- 
act Uniform and univerſal Obedience to all 
his Commands: For if we make any Excep- 
tions or Reſerves in Favour of any darling Luſt, 
it will ſpoil the Virtue of our Obedience i in 
other Inſtances. 


And if we conſider Matters with the leaſt 


Attention, the Reaſon of it will quickly ap- 


pear ; for had we a ſincere and unfeigned Re- 
gard for the Divine Authority, it would alike 
ſecure our Obedience to every Branch of the 
Law, and we ſhould be as much affraid of 
tranſgreſſing the leaſt of God's Commands as 
the greateſt, becauſe they are all of them en- 

acted by Virtue of the ſame Authority; and 
which ſoever of his Commands we difobey, his 
Authority. is equally deſpiſed and weakened 
for it is certain, that by offending in any one 
Point, we do in that particular Inſtance re. 
nounce and deny God's Authority, and fay in 
our Hearts, with the Citizens in the Goſpel, 
Me will not have him tr gn over Us. 


Is 


CF. - 

Ils it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, That he who i; 
utterly regardleſs of God's Authority in any 
ode Point of Duty, ſhould pay any Regard to 
it in any other? and if he was ſo eaſily ſeduced 
and drawn aſide from his Duty in one Reſpect, 
may we not very juſtly conclude, that he would 

fall away from it in other Caſes, where the Mo. 
tives and Inducements to Diſobedience were 
equally ſtrong. 3 . 
From hence it is evident, That unleſs we 
fulfil the whole Will of God according to the 
Scriptures, tis in vain to pretend to any Thing 
of Religion, our Pretence is ſilly and ridicu- 
lous, and will only expoſe us to the terrible Ef- 
fects of God's fierceſt Wrath and Vengeance. For 
whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet of- 
fend in one Point, he is guilty of all. But leſt this 
ſhould be thought @ hard Saying, ſo that none 
can bear it, I ſhall proceed now in the third | 
= . 
8 III. 


To make ſome practical Obſervations upon 
the Whole, and then conclude. 


From my foregoing Diſcourſe it may poſſi- 

| bly be thought, That the Terms of our Ac- 
ceptance with God are ſo very difficult, that 
very few, if any, can come up to them. We 
are all of us too apt to ſay, I theſe Things are 
fo, who then can be ſaved? But to this our bleſſed 
Saviour's Anſwer may be ſufficient; namely, 


The Things that are impoſſible with Men, are 70 
IA uk „ 
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(4h) 


fble with God. It is true, If God jhould be 


extreme to mark all that we do amiſs, no Fleſh 
could abide it; For in his Sight ſhall no Man 
living be juſtified. But, tis our unſpeakable 


Happineſs, that the Rigour of his Juſtice is 


tempered with the Overflowings of his Mercy; 
for as the Pſalmiſt fays, There is Mercy with 
bim, therefore ſhall he be feared. Pſal. cxxx. 4. 
There are, it muſt be owned, ſome Paſſages 
in the Goſpel, which ſeem to ſpeak abſolutely, 
and without any Limitation at all ; but then, 
if we would make the Scriptures ſpeak con- 
ſiſtently with themſelves, and if we would en- 
tertain juſt Conceptions of God's Juſtice and 
Goodneſs, we muſt underſtand them in a qua- 


lified Senſe, and according to the Meaſures of 


a Man: For we cannot reaſonably imagine, 
that God will, as the Egyptian Taſk-Maſters 
did of old, require Brick without Straw ; fince 
it is utterly repugnant to a right Apprehenſion 
of the Deity to think, that he ſhould lay upon 
us greater Burdens than we can bear, or that 
he ſhould tie us down to ſuch Conditions as 
it is impoſſible for us ever to fulfil, 

We are commanded indeed to be holy, as God 
is holy, and perfect, even as our Father which is 
in Heaven is perfect. But at firſt Sight we 


perceive, that 'tis impoſſible for us to be ſo in 


the literal Senſe of the Words, becauſe that 


| would be to ſuppoſe, that Finite and Infinite 


are the fame, which is a downright Contra- 


düction. All therefore that we are ro under- 


_ ſtand 


( 16 E 
ſtand by theſe Words is, that we are obli = 
to endeavour to reſemble God as to the Kind 
of Holineſs which is eſſential to him, and to 
come as near to it as the Imperfection of our 
Nature will allow of; tho' after our ſincereſt 
and moſt earneſt Endeavours, we know that 
we ſhall fall infinitely ſhort of it, as to the De- 
gree of it: For which Reaſon I ſhall take Oc- 
caſion to ſpeak a few Words concerning Per- 
fection, as it falls in with my preſent Deſign; 


and may help to clear up the Difficulty above. 


mentioned. 
Perfection then is either abſolute or relative, 


That Perfection is abſolute to which nothing 


is wanting of any Kind or in any Degree to 
compleat and perfect it: This is found only in 
God, and can never be the Portion of any 
created Beings whatſoever, becauſe God only is 
perfectly wiſe, powerful, juſt and good. That 
Being 1s relatively perfe& to which nothing is 


wanting which is neceſſary to complear the | 


Perfect: :0N which belongs to Beings of that 


| Rank and Order. 


Thus a Man may be ſaid to be perfect, when 
the ſeveral Parts of his Body are formed in 
their juſt Numbers and Proportions, whenthey 
are rightly fitted and diſpoſed to perform their 


reſpective Offices, and when he enjoys the 


ſeveral Powers and Faculties of the Soul in their 
full Perfection, and exerciſes them to the bell 
Advantage, and in the beſt Manner he can. 


A Chriſtian may be ſaid to be perfect, when 


hel is ſincerely diſpoſed, and fully reſolved, and 
ace 


+ 
actually applies himſelf to do the whale Wil 


of God to the beſt of his Power and Abilities; 


br in other Words, when he does, as the Scrip- 
tures expreſs it, every Thing to the Glory of God. 
Thus we ſee how all Religion is ſummed up 


in this ſingle Notion of Sincerity. Therefore, 


if we ferve God in the beſt Manner we can, 
chat is) if we ſerve him in Sincerity and Truth, 
if we are obedient to all his Commands, and ne- 
ver wilfully and deliberately offend him, we 
ſhall be ſure to ſerve him in an acceptable Man- 
ner: Notwithſtanding our Frailties and Infirmi- 
ties, yet if we keep ourſelves from preſumptuous 
Sins, and do not offend of malicious Wickedneſs, 
he will have Mercy upon us; for he knoweth wheres 
5 We are made, and remembreth that we are but 

uſt. N | 

Therefore our involuntary Stips and Miſcar- 
fiages ſhall not be placed to our Account, in- 
aſmuch as they are not properly our own Act 
and Deed; for they neceſſarily ariſe from the 
Frame and Conſtitution of our Bodies, and will, 
notwithſtanding our beſt Endeavours to the con- 
trary, ſtick to us, in ſome Degree or other, a8 


long as we live. 


From what has been faid, I would not be ſup- 


poſed to encourage any one 70 continue in Sin, 
that Grace may abound; for altho we hope and 
believe, that God will grant all imaginable In- 


dulgence to our involuntary and unavoidable 
Miſcarriages, yet we may be aſſured, that he 
will not make the leaſt Allowance to wilful 
iderare Offenders, © 


(18) 
It will be in vain to plead our Frailties and 
Infirmities, unleſs we ſtrive earneſtly and con- 
ſtantly againſt them: Their being natural to 
us is no juſt Pretence why we ſhould not guard 
againſt them carefully: For the Goſpel all along 
ſuppoſes, that we habe a Law in our Member 
TWarring againſt the Law of our Minds, and yet 
requires it of us as an indiſpenſable Duty, that 
we ſhould Watch and Pray, that we enter nit 
into Temptation: And the Reaſon our bleſſed 
Saviour aſſigns for our doing ſo is, Becaiſe lle 
17 15 willing, but the Fleſh is weak. 
_ _ Chriſtianity is continually repreſented as 3 
N. ar fare, in which we have Enemies to encoun- 
ter, and Difficulties to ſtruggle with ; and we 
are enjoined to put on the whole Armour of God, 
that we may be able to and i in the evil Day of 
Temptation: Therefore, if we fancy that we 
are not obliged to ſtrive againſt theſe natural In- 


firmities, we are under a dangerous Miſtake; 


d if we do not take Care to rectify it in Time, 
Wihall repent of our Error when it will be 
too late. 

Thoſe Frailties and Inficmiries « of ours, tho 
they reſult and ſpring from our very Frame and 
"Ma ke, and are no more than Misfortunes when 

we pray and ſtrive againſt them; yet when they 
are neglected and ſuffered to grow upon us, then 

they become Sins: And that which, in one Caſe, 
would have recommended us to the divine Pity 

and Compaſſion, will, in the other, expoſe us 
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(19). 


But if we are ſincerely deſirous of doing God's 
Will, and ſeriouſly endeavour to perform it to 


the beſt of our Power; our involuntary Slips 


and Miſcarriages will be graciouſly over-looked, 


and our Frailties and Infirmities abundantly 
e And notwithſtanding the expreſs 


:claration of my Text, we ſhall be eſteemed 
righteous, tho, if God ſhould enter into Judg- 


ment with us, we ſhould be found to be only un- 
profitable S ervants. 


St. James himſelf ſays in the 30. Bay pet 


and the 2d. Verſe, In many Things e offend all. 
Therefore he could never intend by the Words 


of my Text, to declare it poſſible for us ro ful- 


fil the whole Will of God without any Failure 


or Miſcarriage ; but his Deſign was to recom- 


mend and promote Sincerity in the Service of 
God ; to make all Men ſerve him diligently and 
faithfully; to be obedient to all his Laws, that 


they mh not with-hold or keep back any 
Part of their Affections from him, but that 


they might preſent their Souls and Podies-unto 
him, as their reaſonable Service, 

I we are thus honeſt and ſincere in our Pro- 
feſſion; if we ſhew forth the Praiſes of God 


not only with our Lips, but in our Lives, and 


give up ourſelves intirely to his Service, and 
walk before him in Holineſs and Rightcouſneſs 


all the Days of our Lives, whatever our Frail- 


ties and Infirmities are, they will never riſe up 
in Judgment againſt us, God will graciouſly ac- 


are 


(20). 
are weighed in the Balances, OM precious Merits 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt will be 
thrown into the Scale, and then we ſhall be 
fure not to be found wanting, Which God of 


his infinite Mercy grant, for the Sake of his 
Son Feſus Chrift, 


To whom, with the Father and the holy „ Clef, 
three Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all Honour, Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and 
Dominion, __ evermore, Amen, 
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